One Sound |n (Inion With T he Beloved

1000 (Hifts, Anne \/osicamp.
| know there is poor and hideous sugering, and Jve seen the Eungrg and

the guns that go to war. | have lived pain, and my life can tell. PBut | only
deepen the wound of the world when | neglect to give thanks for carly
light dappled through leaves and the heavy perfume of wild roses in
early Julg and all the good things that a good (God gives.’

‘Whg would the world need more anger, more outrage? How does it

save the world to FCJCCt unabashedjog when it is joy that saves us?

Rejectingjog to stand in soliclaritg with the sugering doesn’t rescue the
sugering. T he converse does. | he brave who focus on all things good

and all things beautiful and all things true, even in the small, who give
thanks for and cliscoverjog even in the here and now, theg are the

change agents who bring fullest Light to all the world”

‘When we lag the soil of our hard lives open to the rain of grace and let

joy penetrate our cracked and c!rg Places, letjog soak into our
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broken skin and &eep crevices, life grows. f—low can this not be the best
thing for the world? For us? The clouds open when we mouth thanks.’

]n the busgness of life we need to find our own Secret Flacc, the
doorwz39 into [is presence. We lose so much focus when we rush
through the clay instead of takir:g moments to enjog it and smell the
roses. | Jo we lor:g to be in [is presence so much that we love to wait on
Him? Do we hear His voice above all the other sounds and thoughts?
[tisin[Tis presence that we can listen to the sound of [is never~endimg

love and exPerience His relentless grace.

When ligejust seems to be against us, it is the (_Comforter that will hold

us tightlg. His grace will strengt%en and encourage us. f“]c longs to

enfold us in [is | ove, [1is Peace AND [is JOY You see [e

cannot })e content until we are completclg ancJ thoroughlg Posscsscd

bg love, peace and JOY

J03 and Praise come through the outworking of [is extravagant grace
and it transforms our own emotions when we're anxious, fearful, or
distressed. And as we enter into the Place of intimate worship He

draws us out of ourselves and restores us again. We join in [His song
-/

over us and re-joicing begins to bubble up.

In the beautiful words of David Van Koevering: “«Our worship goes
forth and continues on until it collides with the song of YHVI, our
song doesn’t disappear itis simplg enhanced and becomes one sound in

union with [im.”
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Worship opens us up to the passionate joy of our union in the T rinity.
How vital it is to practise and be intentional about living loved from the
place of our everlasting union. (God wants a Pride who serves [Him for
no other reason than she enjoys and delights in [im. T hose who abide
in the bliss of (God are the ones who will set the world ablaze with a

divine fire.

We are made for celebration anc!jog. We are at our haPPiest when we
rejoice in someone or something. What a wonclerfuljoy to celebrate
your life toc{aﬂ Greg~ all that you are and all that you have
accomplished in Christ. [1appy, joy-filled Birthday Greg! We
celebrate your journey and the victory lap you're on. And we thank you
for the extravagant love and grace you continually show to each one of
us! | hank you for always seeing the best in us. T hank you that you are
a living example of Pecoming | iving | ove: | iving as a mature son,
growing and flowing in (God's love. And thank you that you teach us as
Sons to allow (God’s light to shine on our woundcd/striving ways.

T hank you for showiﬂg us how to walk this out as a

community omcgrace where we can let down our defences and walls and

be authentic and transparent without fear of rejection.

|saiah 53:3 |e (Jesus) was dcspised and rejcc’cecl bg men,
aman of c}cep SOIrOwWs

who was no stranger to sugering and gri@c.
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Jesusthe(:ornerfinm«:wasrékxmed./knnk:rﬂanﬂtonsagsinher
latest new book “Bent World, Bright Wings?, fe could have done
whatwecﬂ)when\magetnjcckxfrﬂecoukihawaﬂedgnmnﬂ;()rrﬂc
could have shrugged [is shoulders and ignored it. Put [e did neither.
He accepte& the rejection) walked into the heart of it, and found | is
ic!entitg as the Peloved of the [Tather.

Do we relg on the recognition and acceptance of our iclentitg from

Goc{ or from what others think about us?

Annie says, ‘When it comes to rcjection) there is a choice: you can sit
with Jesus, the rejected (_ornerstone. Or you can fulfil the agencla of
the sPirit of rcjcction - and Panic. And the sPirit of rejection does not
work alone. Once you Panic, the spirit of constriction, gorgetting,
wasting and retaliation are waiting with open arms. Thcg want you to

wish, not Pray.’ And Joy is the antidote!

The cha”enges that we all face this coming year are there to strcngthen
us in the knowledge that (Christ rea”g is for us. Qur true identitg is
secure in [Jim. ]| et's step into the realitg of His Promises

and bcgin to declare and believe that 71 Olam, our E_ver!asting; I"ather,

s goodl

Psalms4:5-7 TFT
tow enriched are theﬂ who find their strength inthe | ord,*

Within their hearts are the Eighways of holiness!
" ven when their Path winds through the dark va”eg of tears,
Theg find the Pleasant oasis of relcreshimg
Where others find only Pain.
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[ theirjog it will become to them a brook of b!essing
Filled from the rain of an outpouring.
They grow stronger and stronger with every step gorwarcl,

(ntil they find all their streng’ch inYou.’
The Aramaic says, “IJow blessed is the SOH of Man with you as his he]Per.”

A life that Continuany rejoices and gives thanks is the victorious one!
Lcaming to love ourselves as (1od loves us will strcngthcn us. |t is the

life of the Victor and the more than Overcomer!

T hese are the ones that will heal historgjust as _Jesus did. [sm't that
part of our c!esting? Tikkun Olam! Theg will restore the desolation of
generations and the desolation of the land. They will Preac}w goocl news
to the poor, heal the brokenhearted, Proclaim libertg to the captives,
recover the sight of the blind and deliver those who are crushed.

(anwe, as a [is PDody here on earth, be the brave ones who focus on
all things good and all things beautiful and all things true, even in the
small, who give thanks forand discover joy even in the here and now?
(Can we be the chamgc agents who bring fullest Light to all the world?
(hrist believes you can!
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